FAMINE WARNINGS.                       71

locusts   but their ravages were fortunately not of such a nature
as to materially affect the general harvest.    Within the experi-
ence of the present generation, blight has not occurred on so
serious a scale as to cause anything like a total loss.   The people
know no remedial measures against blight, and merely pray to their
superior deities or to the village divinity to remove the scourge.
The principal cause of floods is the rising of the Brahmaputra,
assisted by the contributions of the numerous hill streams, and
heavy rainfall upon the low-lying tracts.   The western portion of
the District is most subject to floods, which were very high in
1860 and 1870.    In both those years, however, the injury done
was not of such a serious character as to materially affect the
general prosperity of the District.   There are no important embank-
ments or other defensive works against floods in Goalpara._ There
is however, an ancient earthen wall in the Ghurla, Jamira, and
'^pargan&s, but it  does not appear to do any good to the
country through which it passes in the way of keeping out flood*
The Depaty-Commissioner reports that there is a need of such
protective   works  against   excessive  flood.    Drought is caused
incipally by absence of local rainfall, and not from the failure of
SerLs to bring down a sufficient supply of water.    Drought,
however  is a calamity which is of very rare occurrence; and the
Deputy-Commissioner states that no drought to any serious extent
has occurred within the memory of the present generation.    No
means are adopted as a safeguard against drought, and there is no
necessity for tie construction of canals or other artificial means of
irrigaion.    The District is so far fortunate, that the counteracting
influences of flood and drought keep it always free  from   he
effects of a general famine.   That is to say, in times of flood, the
increased fertility of the higher levels would compensate m some
measure for the loss of crops in. the low-lying lands; and, on the
oTer hand, in seasons of drought, the yield from the low marshy
tracts would tend to make up for the sterility of the high lands
FAMINE WAOTGS.-The.famine of l866-67 did not extend to
Coaloara, although from the demand of grain elsewhere pnces rose
conlderably, and had not, up to 187,, returned to the rates wh.h
ruled previous to 1866. Since the country has been under British
rule there has been no famine in the District of such a senous
character as to require Government interference. If, however, the
price of coarse rice, such as that commonly used by the lower